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the contrary, seizing the extremity of a log of wood, swam
with all his strength, resolved to struggle to the last
against adversity. Mighty were his efforts for several
days. At last a daughter of Nats, whose duty it was to
watch over the sea, saw his generous and courageous
behaviour, took pity on him, and came to his assistance.
There followed a sort of dialogue between her and Dza-
necka. The latter displayed his undaunted courage and
firm purpose. The former admired the more his deter-
mined resolution. She resolved to save him from the
dangerous position. Taking him in her arms, she carried
him, according to his wishes, to the country of Mitila, in
the garden of mango-trees, and placed him on the very
table-stone where his ancestors were wont to enjoy them-
selves with a numerous retinue. Phralaong immediately
fell asleep. The daughter of Nats, having enjoined the
Nat, guardian of the place, to watch over the prince, re-
turned to her blissful seat.

On the very day that the vessel was wrecked the ruler
of Mitila died, leaving one daughter, named Thiwalee.
Previous to his giving up the ghost and ascending to the
seats of Nats, the king had ordered his ministers into his
presence, and enjoined on them to select for the husband
of his daughter a man remarkable for the beauty and
strength of his body, as well as by the acuteness and
penetration of his mind. He was to be able to bend and
unbend an enormous bow, a feat which the united efforts
of a thousand soldiers could scarcely achieve, and find the
place where he had concealed sixteen golden cups. On
the seventh day after his death, the ministers and pounhas
began to deliberate among themselves about the choice of
a match worthy of the princess. Several competitors
offered themselves for the hand of Thiwalee, but they were
all rejected. At last, not knowing what to do, they re-
solved to leave to chance the solution of the difficulty.
They sent out a charmed chariot, convinced that by the
virtue inherent in it they would find out the fortunate